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Sir. 

Enclosed is a SECOND Information Disclosure Statement and accompanying form 

PTO-1449 for the above-identified patent application. 

[Ei No additional fee for submission of an IDS is required. 

□ The fee of $180.00 (1806) as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is also enclosed. 

□ A statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e) is also enclosed. 

□ A statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e). and the fee of $1 80.00 (1 806) as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.1 7(p) are also enclosed. 

□ Charge to Deposit Account No. 02-4800 for the fee due. 

□ A check in the amount of is enclosed for the fee due. 

□ Charge to credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any appropriate fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16, 1.17 and 
1.21 that may be required by this paper, and to credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 02-4800. 
This paper is submitted in duplicate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BURNS. DOANE. SWECKER & MATHIS. L.LP. 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



Date: K/ttV^iWu" tZ-, Uo^ 



Matthew L. Schneider 
Registration No. 32,814 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. 

The following document was cited in an Official Action recently issued by the German 
Patent Office in connection with a corresponding foreign application. A copy of the Official 
Action and an English language translation is enclosed. 

Europaischen Patentschrift No. 696 00 252. U.S. Patent No. 5,806,825 corresponds 
to this document 

To assist the Examiner in entering the foregoing information into the record, the 
above-noted documents are cited on the attached for PTO-1449 and copies of the 
documents are enclosed. 
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The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the foregoing information and to 
acknowledge such consideration by Initiating, signing and returning the enclosed additional 
copy of form PTO-1449. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date g^ovWte^"^?^ Uv^ By: /^ {<=^^iw-L /^4v^^^/^^ 

Matthew L. Schneider 
Registration No. 32,814 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not crtation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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